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Plans to
make
west
the best

O'FARRELL’S INITIATIVES

Tyron Butson

WESTERN Sydney is the
“engine room of NSW” and
Premier Barry O’Farrell
has an ambitious plan to rev
it up, making the west the
number one place to live, do
business and work.

Mr O’Farrell laid out
some of his plans to boost
jobs in Western Sydney by
decentralisation of govern-
ment departments and fund-
ing employment growth
centres, in an exclusive in-
terview.

“Western Sydney, from
the economic stand point,
it’s the driver of the econ-
omy, from housing through
to the industrial areas: it's
the engine room of NSW,”
he said.

Mr O’Farrell has rolled
out a series of initiatives to
bring the western suburbs
to the fore, ranging from
bringing the Sydney Festi-
val to Parramatta to more
than $50 million to upgrade
bus and transport facilities
in and around Parramatta.

Meanwhile, a push to de-
centralise government de-
partments - moving back
office government jobs and
bureaucrats from the city
CBD to growth areas such as
Penrith, Blacktown and
Parramatta - could break
the inner city’s traditional
hold on the majority of the

People choose to live in
western Sydney and Premier
Barry O'Farrell intends to
deliver the jobs, the public
transport and the
infrastructure to make them
even happier,

‘I think there's a view in the
eastern suburbs that people
don't live in the west by
choice,” he said.

"But a lot of people live in
western Sydney because they
love the area.”

He said his plans to groww
substantial economic hubsin
areas such as Penrith,
Parramatta and Blacktown
would stimulate the economy
and drive up that feeling of

warth in the west even more,

city’s employment oppor-
tunities.

“We need to ensure that
those magnificent success
stories that have come out
of western Sydney over the
past 100 years are replicated
in the future,” Mr O’Farrell
said.

“There is enough to
spread around and we're
actively considering mov-
ing a lot of public service
offices out of the Sydney
CBD.”

vdn Will Barry O’Farrell deliver
on his promises for western
Sydney?
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